
Beijing, the capital of the People’s
Republic of China, is located in the northeast
part of central China. It is not only the center
of China’s politics, culture and economy, but
also the site of dynasties in Chinese history.
Also known as “Peking” which literally means,
“northern capital,” Beijing is home to nearly 15
million people. 

The city is divided into various districts,
each with its own unique characteristics and
attractions. The center of the city is surround-
ed by ring roads which become progressively
larger as one moves further away from the
city. One can estimate the distance of a resi-
dence or business from the city’s center by
the ring and district that it is located in. 

While Beijing is a rapidly growing city in
terms of business and economy, making it a
fierce competitor against other modern cities
around the world, it is still able to maintain its
ancient culture and history. The sites to visit
are never-ending, from the Great Wall of
China to Tiananmen Square and the

Forbidden City, Beijing is full of historical
gems.

With the approach of the 2008 Olympic
games, the face of Beijing is changing nearly
everyday as the city prepares for guests from
all over the world with renovations and new
construction throughout the city. Visitors and
students are also getting excited as the 2008
Olympic games in Beijing provide another
great reason to learn the Mandarin language.

Chaoyang District
Located in the northeast section of
Beijing, Chaoyang District is home to many
foreign embassies. It is also the location of
Sanlitun Bar Street where visitors can sample
the nightlife of Beijing along with other foreign-
ers and young locals.

AmeriSpan Beijing has locations
throughout Beijing, including the Chaoyang
District. Over the years, AmeriSpan has

taught
more than
28,000 peo-
ple, learning
15 languages in
over 75 cities world-
wide. In Beijing, each campus teaches group
classes daily for four hours. These programs
are designed for total immersion. AmeriSpan
encourages students to stay with a host fami-
ly so that students have the opportunity to
understand daily life for locals as well as to
practice the language during provided meals. 

Beijing Taipei Language Institute, with
head offices in Taiwan, now has locations in
China and Japan. The school also has a sec-
ond location in Beijing in the Dongcheng
District. While group courses can be
arranged, the Beijing Taipei Language Institute
specializes in offering one-on-one classes to
provide students with a comfortable setting to
speaking, listening, and writing Chinese.
Because of the many foreign embassies in the
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Christine Tsai scours the districts of China’s capital for
Mandarin immersion programs to suit all tastes

Capitalizing on China The National Aquatics Centre of China, known
as 'The Water Cube,' here photographed under

construction, is sure to be an exciting
competition venue for the 2008 Beijing Olympic

Games. The recently completed National
Theatre of China in Beijing is seen at left.


