
Canada’s largest province, Québec, is home to the two
largest French speaking cities on the American continent, Montréal
and Québec City. Located in the east of Canada, Québec is bordered
to the south by the American states of New York, Vermont, and New
Hampshire, and it is the only Canadian province where the official lan-
guage is French, its population being mainly francophone.

Four hundred years ago in 1608, Samuel de Champlain decided to
found a settlement that he would call Kébec — an Algonquin word
meaning “narrow strait,” setting the foundation stone to what would
become one of the world’s most enchanting cities. This year, Québec
City is celebrating its 400th anniversary with 10 months of celebrations
and 130 special events (visit www.monquebec2008.sympatico.msn.ca
for details), while spending CAN$160 million on permanent installations
as a legacy to the city.

Named a UNESCO World Heritage Site, Québec City is one of the
few walled cities in North America. Its French heritage shines clear with
winding streets filled with Parisian-style cafés and bistros serving steak
frites and foie gras. Québec offers a wide variety of museums - includ-
ing the Musée de la Civilisation, the Musée des Ursulines and the
famous Citadel, which was constructed by the Duke of Wellington in
the early 1800s to fortify the city. 

A place that should not be missed by the language traveler is
Lower Town, or as Québequers call it, the Basse-Ville. The Basse-Ville
is the location of the city’s original settlement, and visitors love walking
through its stores, marveling at the enchanting architecture and views.
The Lower Town is also home to the revived rue du Petit-Champlain,
which dates back to 1685, and is billed as the oldest shopping area in
North America.
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